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1.1  |  Colors

The new Crop Trust palette 
includes dark blue, dark 
green, brighter green, yellow 
and red as well as black and 
the secondary color ivory. 

Dark green

C:87 M:40 Y:75 K:42 
R:24 G:84 B:62 

#18543e

Brighter green

C:58 M:18 Y:71 K:2 
R:124 G:165 B:102 

#7ca566

Dark blue

C:83 M:52 Y:3 K:0 
R:47 G:111 B:179 

#2f6fb3

Red

C:10 M:80 Y:80 K:0 
R:218 G:79 B:55 

#da4f37

Ivory

C:8 M:6 Y:8 K:0 
R:238 G:237 B:235 

#eeedeb

Black

C:0 M:0 Y:0 K:100 
R:0 G:0 B:0 
#000000

Yellow

C:0 M:45 Y:90 K:0 
R:245 G:157 B:36 

#f59d24
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1.2  |  Logo

The Crop Trust logo continues 
to symbolize a “bank” for 
protecting crop diversity and 
the long-term funding of 
the global system of ex situ 
conservation. But the bank is 
now open to also represent 
the sharing and use of this 
diversity and funding around 
the world. 

The logo can be used in its 
vertical or horizontal forms, 
with or without the “Crop 
Trust” name, as provided. 
No other versions or 
manipulations of the logo are 
acceptable. 
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1.2  |  Logo – DO NOT

NORMAL
Do not change the orientation  
or shape

MONOCHROME
Do not use other colors

NORMAL
Do not reorganise the logo
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1.2  |  Logo on pictures

NORMAL
Light color picture

WHITE
Dark color picture

 

 

 

 

Uganda to understand their seed systems and to use this 
knowledge to develop models of genebank engagement 
that other countries will be able to use and adapt.

4 Safety Duplication at the Svalbard  
Global Seed Vault

Keeping crop diversity in a genebank is an important first 
step in ensuring that diversity is preserved and available to 
plant breeders, farmers and others. But keeping seeds in 
only one place is also a major risk – if anything goes wrong, 
the whole collection can be lost. BOLD is providing technical 
and financial support to more than 30 partners around the 
world to help them regenerate seeds from their collections 
and to back them up both at another genebank and send 
them to the Svalbard Global Seed Vault for long-term safe-
keeping.

5 Communications, Engagement and Outreach
Making better use of crop diversity is vital to our fu-

ture food and nutrition security, but this needs to be more 
widely known and recognized. The BOLD Project works with 
genebanks, plant breeders, farmers, seed producers and 
other stakeholders to raise awareness of the value of crop 
diversity and to advocate for the necessary financial, legal, 
technical and institutional support at national and interna-
tional levels.

Building a Lasting Communication Legacy
BOLD is building a sustainable community of prac-
tice among partners to improve communication, out-
reach capacity and knowledge exchange. This will 
ensure that the genebanks, plant breeders, farmers, 
seed producers and others involved in seed systems 
have the skills and knowledge to continue to advocate 
for this work long after the project has ended.

The Challenge
The world’s climate is becoming increasingly extreme and 
unpredictable. Global temperatures soar, droughts are in-
creasingly frequent and severe, and pests and diseases are 
emerging in areas where they were not found before. These 
changes present crops and the farmers who grow them 
with new challenges.

These challenges are combining to destabilize agricultural 
yields and change where and how our current crops can be 
grown successfully. All this at a time when the world’s popu-
lation will shortly exceed 8 billion and more than 800 million 
people are already affected by hunger, with the number in-
creasing rapidly.

A BOLD Solution
More resilient crops, robust production systems and diets 
that are better for people and the planet – all start with crop 
diversity.

Biodiversity for Opportunities, Livelihoods 
and Development – The BOLD Project
BOLD is a new  10-year project funded with USD 58 million by the Government 
of  Norway that addresses the  impacts of the climate crisis on food and nutrition 
 security by supporting the con ser vation and use of crop diversity.
Led by the Crop Trust, it builds on the Crop Wild Relatives (CWR)  Project  (2011-2021), 
which  con served and used the wild relatives of crops to help  future-proof the 
world’s food supply.

We urgently need new crop varieties that are tolerant 
to drought or floods, that flower and set seed earlier to 
avoid summer droughts, that are resistant to the new 
pests and diseases that climate change is bringing, and 
that are more nutritious.

Discover more on www.croptrust.org 
and donate today to help us secure our food, forever.
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Genetische Vielfalt als Retter in der Not
Unter Nutzpflanzenvielfalt versteht man die Variabilität 
zwischen verschiedenen Pflanzenarten (Tomate im Ver-
gleich zur Kartoffel) und innerhalb von Nutzpflanzenarten 
(beispielsweise verschiedene Sorten von Weizen). Ihre 
genetischen Merkmale bestimmen, ob und welche Nutz
pflanzenarten oder gezüchtete Pflanzensorten für ein be-
stimmtes Klima in einer bestimmten Region geeignet sind, 
aber auch ihren Geschmack, ihren Nährwert oder ihre 
Krankheitsresistenz. Landwirt:innen und Pflanzenzüch-
ter:innen haben durch ihre Auswahl bei der Nutzung und 
Züchtung in der Vergangenheit einen hohen Anteil an der 
Nutzpflanzenvielfalt. Heute können sie diese Vielfalt nutz en, 
um die Landwirtschaft an die Herausforderungen der Kli-
makrise anzupassen. Die Saatgutbanken stellen Pflanzen-

züchter:innen und Wissenschaftler:innen dafür die Vielfalt 
des Saatguts und die Informationen darüber zur Verfügung.

Bedrohte Vielfalt
Die Vielfalt der Nutzpflanzen ist jedoch bedroht, da der 
 Klimawandel einige geografische Gebiete für bestimmte 
 Arten zunehmend ungeeignet macht. Dies gefährdet die 
nicht domestizierten wilden Verwandten von Nutzpflan-
zen, die ihren Vettern bei der Anpassung an den Klima
wandel  viel zu bieten haben. Im Rahmen seines Crop
WildRela tives(CWR)Projekts arbeitete der Crop Trust mit 
Partner:innen zusammen, um Gebiete zu identifizieren, in 

Die Klimakrise und was die Pflanzenvielfalt 
damit zu tun hat
Die Klimakrise ist real und global: Hitzewellen, Überschwemmungen und  Dürreperioden 
nehmen weltweit zu. Während die direkten Auswirkungen auf die Menschen bereits 
enorm sind, könnten die indirekten Auswirkungen noch größer sein, da die Nahrungs-
mittelversorgung der Menschheit eng mit dem Klima verbunden ist. Die konkreten 
Auswirkungen des Klimawandels sind von Region zu Region unterschiedlich. Glück
licherweise gibt es eine globale Lösung für viele der Herausforderungen, die ideal auf 
die regionalen Unterschiede abgestimmt ist.

 
Saatgutbanken, in denen die Pflanzenvielfalt und die 
Informationen über sie gesammelt und aufbewahrt 
werden, stellen diese Landwirte:innen, Pflanzenzüch-
ter:innen und ForscherInnen zur Verfügung. Der Crop 
Trust spielt eine entscheidende Rolle bei der Unter
stützung von Saatgutbanken.
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Annual partner of the City of Bonn for 2023

Securing
our food,
forever.
www.croptrust.org

Securing
our food,
forever.

www.croptrust.org

NORMAL IN WHITE BOX
Dark color picture

NORMAL IN WHITE BOX
Dark color picture
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1.2  |  Logo on pictures – DO NOT

WHITE
Do not use against high contrast 
background

NORMAL
Do not use against high contrast 
background

WHITE
Do not use on light color picture

NORMAL
Do not use on dark color picture
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1.3  |  Logo color combinations
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1.4  |  Inspiration

The Crop Trust’s updated 
branding is inspired by the 
colors of nature and crops 
in the field: a clear blue 
sky above fields of healthy, 
bountiful crops. 
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1.5  |  Font

The serif font Bitter is used for 
headings and quotes. For body 
text, captions etc. the easy-to-
read font Open Sans is used. 

Both fonts are Google fonts and 
can be downloaded for free at 
fonts.google.com.

In programs that do not 
support the fonts, it is 
recommended to use Arial as 
the font.

Fonts used in website: The 
serif font Bitter is used for 
headings and quotes. For body 
text, captions etc. the easy-to-
read font Rubik is used. 

BITTER

Bitter, semibold

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

Bitter, regular

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

RUBIK

Rubik, bold

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

Rubik, regular

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

OPEN SANS

Open Sans, bold

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

Open Sans, semi bold

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234 

Open Sans, medium

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

Open Sans, regular

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

Open Sans, light

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

Open Sans, bold italic

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

Open Sans, semi bold italic

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234 

Open Sans, medium italic

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

Open Sans, regular italic

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234

Open Sans, light italic

AaBbCcDdEeFfGgHh1234
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1.6  |  Design example

This is an example of a leaflet, which 
uses the logo, color palette and fonts.

The choice of colors from the color 
palette can vary from publication to 
publication.

Genetic Diversity to the Rescue
Crop diversity is the variability among different crops – think 
a tomato versus a potato – and within families of crops – 
imagine blue corn versus corn used for popcorn. 
The genetic characteristics that make a crop or variety suit-
able for a particular climate in a particular region – not to 
mention its flavor, nutritiousness, disease resistance and so 
on – exist because past farmers and plant breeders valued 
them. Now, and with an eye to the future, they can use crop 
diversity to adapt agriculture to meet the challenges of the 
climate crisis. 
But only if they can get hold of it.

Diversity Under Threat
Crop diversity is itself threatened, as climate change 
makes certain geographical areas unsuitable for particular 
species. That endangers the undomesticated wild relatives 
of crops, which may have much to offer their cousins to 
adapt to climate change. 

The Climate Crisis and What Crop Diversity 
Has to Do With It
The climate crisis is all around us. Unprecedented heatwaves. Rivers that “ought” to 
flood once a century now burst their banks every couple of years. Droughts burn green 
 land scapes dusty brown. 
While the direct effects on people are enormous, the indirect effects may be even greater, 
because humanity’s food supply, in the past, now and in the future, is tightly tied to climate.
The climate crisis is global, but its exact effects differ from region to region.  
Fortunately,  there is a global solution to many of the challenges, which is ideally suited 
to  regional  differences.

Genebanks, which gather and store crop diversity, 
along with information about it, play a crucial role in 
 ensuring that it remains available for use by farmers, 
plant breeders and researchers, come what may. 
And the Crop Trust plays a crucial role in supporting 
 genebanks.
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African farmers urgently need more resilient, productive 
and nutritious varieties — of crops both old and new — that 
will help them feed their families and produce a reliable sur-
plus to take to market. 

Africa’s national genebanks conserve myriad samples of 
traditional varieties that could help smallholders, when 
used either directly by farmers or as raw  materials by 
plant breeders to develop the crops of the future. Some 
of these, including different leafy green vegetables 
and other local crops such as the African eggplant, are 
not found in genebanks anywhere else in the world.  

But many of Africa’s genebanks are facing their own chal-
lenges of underfunding and staff shortages, putting their 
collections of crop diversity, and thus future food and nutri-
tion security, at risk.

Safeguarding Key Crops
Seeds for Resilience is a five-year, EUR 20 million project 
funded by the Federal Government of Germany through 
the German Development Bank (KfW), and managed by 

the Crop Trust. It provides national genebanks in  Ethiopia, 
 Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria and Zambia with financial and tech-
nical support to improve the way they conserve and share 
their collections of key crop diversity. The partner gene-
banks are upgrading equipment, improving internal pro-
cesses, including data management, and enhancing the 
technical skills and knowledge of staff.

The Seeds for Resilience Project
Strengthening National Genebanks for Climate-Resilient Agriculture in Africa 

Smallholder farmers in Africa produce about 35% of the food consumed in the  
region, but they face mounting  challenges. Climate change is reducing their  yields  
at a time when population growth and increasing urbanization are driving up  
demand for food.
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1.6  |  Design example

This is an example of a poster, which 
uses the logo and color palette.

The choice of colors from the color 
palette can vary from publication to 
publication.              

 THE  JOURNEY 
OF  A  SEED IN       
      a G E N E BA N K

Genebanks conserve and make available the crop 
 diversity needed to adapt our  agriculture to present 
and future challenges. To prevent invaluable diversity 
from being lost forever, genebanks follow well 
 established standards and best practices.

COLLECTING is one of‑the ways through which 
 genebanks  obtain new diversity for their collections. 
Genebanks periodically review the need for new, unique 
diversity and  identify geographic regions and sites 
where they can obtain it.  Collecting expeditions are 
planned to acquire new material for their collections.

1.COLLECTING 

 

IN THIS STEP, new material (either acquired 
via  donation or collecting) is held in an isolated 
 facility to assess its phytosanitary status, i.e., whether 
it is infected with a pest or disease.  
It is observed, tested and, if necessary, treated before 
entering the gene bank collection. This important 
process prevents the spread of pests and diseases, 
and ultimately, safeguards the health of the gene‑
bank’s  collection.

2. POST -ENTRY 
QUARANTINE 

AT THIS STAGE, the material is cleaned, dried, 
packed and entered into the collection. Initial seed 
 viability is tested to assess the quality of the seed. 
Healthy seeds harvested at optimum maturity 
and with high  viability  
rates are indispensable  
for  long‑term  
conservation.

3. ACQUISITION 

THIS IS A CRITICAL STEP in gene‑
bank management in which seed 
 accessions with low seed numbers or 
low viability rates (<85% for  cultivated 
species) are sown in the field 
to produce fresh seeds, which are 
then stored in turn. Understan ding the 
 mating and pollination  systems of 
each species is necessary to imple‑
ment proper regenerations, ensuring 
that the genetic identity and integrity 
of the accessions are maintained.

4. REGENERATION 

THIS STEP often occurs during regeneration. As newly 
sown seeds develop into plants, they display various 
characteristics that make  accessions different from each 
other. Genebank staff record plant height, the shape 
of leaves, the color of the  flowers and other plant 
cha racteristics following agreed  descriptor lists. The 
importance of this step lies in the added value to the 
 collections, e.g., in helping users decide which  samples 
to  request. These plant descriptions are also helpful 
in genebank management to detect possible hybridiza‑
tions  between  samples or duplicates, as well 
as  accidental mixing.

5. CHARAC TER I ZATION 

8. SAFETY 
DUPLICATION
TO MITIGATE RISK, genebanks safety duplicate 
their collections at two levels: one duplicate 
is placed in another actively  managed  genebank, 
preferably on a different continent (if possible), 
and  another is deposited at the Svalbard 
 Global Seed Vault in Norway.

GENEBANKS RECEIVE germplasm requests via mail, 
email, phone calls, in person and through their 
websites. Genebank staff  fulfill requests by 
selecting samples, packing them in an  envelope or 
box, and including the required documentation 
about the samples (country of origin, plant 
characteristics,  conditions of use and distribution 
etc.). The consignment is sent to the  recipient via 
the fastest way possible, usually by courier.

7. DISTRIBUTION GENEBANKS CONSERVE seeds in two types of 
conditions: the most original samples are part of the 
base collection, which is maintained in long‑term 
storage (LTS) at –18+‑3°C, 15+‑3% relative humidity. 
Samples in the active collection are maintained under 
medium‑term  storage (MTS) at 5‑10°C, 15+‑3% relative 
humi dity. These temperature and relative humidity 
regimes are achieved using specialized  freezers, 
cabinets or tailored cold rooms. During this stage, 
genebank staff monitor seed quality and quantity at 
specific intervals to identify samples in need of 
regeneration.

6. CONSERVATION 

 

GENEBANK USERS include plant  
breeders, farmers, researchers  
and students. 

USERS

DATA MANAGEMENT refers to the activities related 
to the custodianship, documentation, protection 
and accessibility of the genebank’s body of knowl‑
edge. This may include  documents, databases, 
images, videos, websites, metadata, software, 
manuals, reports, policies, procedures and records. 
Accurate and updated genebank data ensures 
 consistency and quality in management and 
provides evidence of compliance with  standards. 
Most genebanks have a dedicated 
data  mana gement system. 

DATA MANAGEMENT

SEEDS SEEDS SEEDS

SEEDS SEEDS SEEDS

SEEDS

SEEDS

long-term storageMEDIUM-term storage

SEEDS
SEEDS SEEDS

Seeds4Resilience, a  five-year, EUR 20 million project led by the Crop Trust and funded 
by the  German government, provides financial and technical support for the national 
 genebanks of  Nigeria, Zambia, Kenya, Ethiopia and Ghana to reach international  standards 
of operation,  ensuring  collections are safe – and available for use – over the long term.

Discover more on www.croptrust.org 
and donate today to help us  

secure our food, forever.
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1.6  |  Design example

This is an example of banners, 
which uses the logo, color palette 
and fonts.

The choice of colors from the color 
palette can vary from publication to 
publication.

www.croptrust.org
#cropdiversity #foodforever

Securing 
our food, 
forever.

Securing
our food,
forever.

www.croptrust.org

Securing
our food,
forever.
www.croptrust.org

Annual partner of the City of Bonn for 2023
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1.7  |  Icons

Rice

Banana / Plantain

Potato

Barley

Cowpea

Sorghum

Finger Millet

Faba bean

Sweetpotato

Wheat

Grasspea

Alfalfa

Beans

Pearl millet

Chickpea

Cassava

Apple

Coffee
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1.7  |  Icons

Lentil

Bambara Groundnut

Oat

Maize

Breadfruit

Temperate forages

Yam

Coconut

Okra

Agroforestry trees

Edible aroids

Pea

Andean roots
and tubers

Eggplant

Pigeon Pea

Carrot

Enset

Rye
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1.7  |  Icons

Small millets

Tea

Beet

Solanum spp.

Vanilla

Brassica vegetables

Strawberry

Vetch

Citrus

Sunflower

Asparagus

Taro


